Name:  Introduction to the concept of halves					Date: 	3/10/11			Year Level: 1
Content strand(s) with corresponding Sub-Strand(s):
‘Number- Whole numbers, simple fractions and the four operations are used to solve problems’ (Essential Learnings, 2007).		

Content Description(s) with corresponding Elaboration(s):
‘Simple fractions, including half and quarter, and mixed numbers can be represented in different ways’ (Essential Learnings, 2007).

Students’ Prerequisite knowledge / understanding / concepts / skills:
Recognises decimal integers to three digits

	Specific Learning Outcomes for this Lesson
	Time Req.
	Teaching / Learning Strategies
	Organisation
	Resources

	                                               Orientating Phase / Introduction

	Students should be able to understand the concept that different objects can be divided into two equal parts
	10 Minutes
	To begin this lesson, the teacher will have on a table in front of him/her, one apple and one piece of string. The teacher will state using children’s language that he/she is going to cut one whole apple into two equal parts or pieces (knife safety practises must be followed, such as, no students to be walking around during when the knife is out). The teacher will then say that she is cutting through the centre and that she now has two equal parts. Mathematics language may be used by children here, as many students know the term ‘half’. The teacher will then get the piece of string and fold is in half and tell the students she is going to cut it into two equal pieces- the teacher will explain why she folds it in half so that they understand how she knows they are both the same length.





	Students will be seated at their desks facing the front.
	· Apple
· Knife
· String
· Scissors

	                                                    Enhancing Phase / Body  

	
Students should be able to divide their pizza into half and form a mental picture of the mathematical term ‘half’.













	10 Minutes
	Teacher will now hand out pizza worksheets. Students will be asked to cut out their pizzas out as neatly as they can. Students will then be asked to draw their favourite topping on their pizza. This will help students feel more connected to the activity and more likely for it to be an effective learning experience. Students will then be asked to fold their piece of paper so that they have two equal parts. The teacher will now state in mathematical language that they have divided their pizza in half. As they are only learning the concept of half the teacher may show students how to fold their piece of paper, depending on how they are going. Students will now be asked to cut their pizza in half on the line as neatly as they can. Once cut, students will be asked to ‘trade’ half of their pizza with the person sitting beside them. They will then be asked to put these pieces into their maths folder as they will be used in another lesson.
	Students will be at their desks working in their maths books.
	· Pizza worksheets
· Pencils
· Scissors


	Synthesising Phase / Conclusion 

	
Students should understand the concept of being able to half different objects.


	5minutes
	
To conclude this lesson, students will be asked to come and sit in a circle on the floor. They will be told that they represent a huge class pizza and the teacher will ‘cut’ them in half to show half a circle like the pizzas they just made. Students will then sit in a group on the floor and suggest over items they may cut in half.
	Students will be placed in a circle on the floor
	



	Assessment Strategies (link to Learning Outcomes):
· As this is introducing a mathematical concept, assessment for this lesson will be informal and observation of the students will be conducted during the duration of the lesson. Formal assessment, however, will follow in upcoming lessons.
	What’s next? Where to from this lesson?
· Next lesson will start with reinforcement of the concept of halving and they may be given another picture of an item to half. From here, they will later use the previous pizza to cut into quarters and trade with most students in the class until they have a few different student’s pizza pieces.



