Domain 1 Beliefs statement.

	Personally, I accept as do Eggen and Kauchak (2006) that teachers need knowledge of learners and how they learn as it is arguably the most important knowledge a teacher can have because it influences the way we teach by reminding us that we do not teach content, we teach students. Jarvis (2005) believes that whether or not educational practice can be deemed effective should not be based on the use or non-use of any given teaching strategy, but rather on its’ impact on the learner. 
One of my preferred teaching strategies is group work which, according to Eggen and Kauchak (2006) is a distinct feature of Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory. Where practical I differentiate learning by grouping learners so that there is a mix abilities within the groups. Eggen and Kauchak (2006) agree that the sharing of ideas through social interaction will help students to not only learn what to think but also how to think and interact productively with others. Within the context of this domain, students’ capacity to develop their literacy and numeracy skills is developed through inquiry based and problem based learning with the teacher acting in the role of facilitator rather than instructor with the aid of Information and Communication Technologies.  
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